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THE BULGARIAN HELSINKI COMMI(BHEEIs an independent negovernmental organisation for

the protection of human rights: civil, political, economic, social and cultural. In our wenklace a
special emphasis on protection of the rights of the most vulnerable groups in Bulgaria: ethnic
minorities, underprivileged groups, persons deprived of their liberty, people in institutions, children,
women. The objectives of BHC is to promatspect and support the protection of human rights, to
lobby for bringing Bulgarian legislation in line with international standards, promote public debate on
human rights issues and popularize the human rights cause among the public at large.

BHC was fauded on 14 July 1992.

The opganistion is registered at the Central Register of NGOs working in the public benefit at the
BulgarianMinistry of Justice (Certificatdo.001/12.07.2001).
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In 2015, the spheres of activitiesd the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (BHCgre determinedby the
2NBFyAal GA2y Qa BHCNSirate§yPaper 262D 13 énd $hy¢ Activity Planfor 2015
Both documents are endorsed by the BHC Board.

BHC implementedts activities in the framework of its five permanent programmestwo legal

programmes, one monitoring programme,and two specialied programmes Legal Defence
Programme, Programme for Legal Defence of Refugee and MigrarRésarch and Monitoring
Programme Campagns and Communicationgind Programming and Administration

Thevariety of activities they carried out throughout the yearangefrom human rights monitoring
in closed institutions and innovative research tbold strategic litigation with far reaching
consequences and assistance to the thousands of asydeekers that féd to Bulgariain 2015.

RESEARCH AND MONITORING ACTIVITIES

In 2015 the Research and Monitoring®gramme of BHC conducted monitoring in differeatosed
institutions, including social care institutions and residential alternatives for people with mental
disabilities, prisons, pretrial detention centres childcareinstitutions and juvenile justice facilities.
They prepared reports on fundamental rights amarried outa number ofpublic and legahdvocacy
activitiesat local and international level.

Monitoringthe procesgdeinstitutionalization ofesidential
care for adults with mental disabilities

BHC researchers carried oumtonitoring of social care institutions and residential community
alternatives for adults with mental disorders. In 20t&searchers carried out 33 monitoring visits to
a total of 25 specialized institutions and 68 community alternatigesne of the visits were carried
out mental health expertsWe monitored the quality of care for this vulnerable group in residential
care,the quality of medical care and the unfolding of the deinstitutionalisation process.

'a LI NI 27F (bea& efiaePvaSanie® dut tivoRr@und table discussions with state
stakeholders on various problematic spheres established during the monitddeagent a position to

the Ministry of Labour and Social Poliesging for the immediate closure of severaltingions on
account of bad living conditions and substandard care. According to BHC, life in these institutions
amountsto inhuman and degrading treatment.

Women in prisorstudy

In 2015, BHC carried out its first research entirely focused in the sppoifblemsof women serving
sentences in Bulgaria. The study has a special focus on the right to family life, pregnancy, birth and
NI AaAy3a 2F OKAfRNBY Ay (GKS 2yfeé 62YSyQa LINRazy A

BHC researchers made on the spot visits to the prison imSiive interviewed over 35 inmates from
different social, medical and ethnic background, nationality and regime of serving the sentence.

The analysis of the findings together with the recommendations to the authorities were published in
a special repdravailable online atwww.bghelsinki.orgThe BHC Campaigns and Communications
Programme produced a compelling video with personal stori@sroétes serving their sentences.

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 2016
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The main findings of the report includck of a gender approach in the serving of the sentence, the
SEA&AGSYyOS 2F | aAay3datsS 2YSyQa LINRA&az2y Ay (KS 020
children,inadequate material conditions and treatment mmates, including pregnant inmates and

mothers with small children, massive practice of naked body searches, etc.

European Prisolitigation Network

The project is carried out together with six other NGOs in the period 2014. In 2015, BHC was

engaged in the preparation of a report on the Bulgarian system of protection of the rights of inmates,

with a focus on inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment as a result of prison
overcrowding/bad material conditionsAn additional element of resear¢hl & Ay Yl 6SaQ I &aas
2F (GKS 02 YL} | ikprigof aheYePadt Wil e bublgied in 2016.

Another importantactivity within the project was the organisatiofifour trainings for lawyers, judges,
prosecutors, prison staff and NGO activists on penitentiary law and the rightmates through the
caselaw of the ECtHR.

Study of procedural safeguaris vulnerable groups
(suspected or accused) in the crialprocess in Hgaria

In 2015, BHC carried out a study of compliance between Bulgarian law and practice and
Recommendatior2013/C378/020f the European Commission.

Researchers studied the relevant applicable law, visits to institutions, stakeholder interviews,
gathering of statistical information. The project findings are currently being systematized and will be
published in a report in 2016. Similar studies weregiedrout in Romania and Hungary.

Study orexcessive use of force by law enforcement officials against desaine

In the period MayJune, researchers carried out a study among inmates on the use of force by law
enforcement officials during police or ptgal detention. We surveyed 1,691 inmates across all prisons

in the country about the details of their detention. The survey focused in excessive use of force during
arrest and in detention. In addition, we studied access to a lawyer during police detarid at all
stages of the prdrial proceedings, access to a medical expertise and informing of a third party. The
study was carried out in connection with the public statement issued by the Committee for the
Prevention of Torture in relation to BulgariThe report is available online atww.bghelsinki.org

Study on the situation witforced eviction®f Roma in 2015

In 2015, after a series of arfoma protests hundreds of people lost their homes as atesuaicts of

GKS adlradS FyYR YdzyAOALN £ | dziK2NARGASEAQ | OGA2ya F2N
violations took place during these actions. BHC intervened from the beginning of the demolition, issued
reports about the righs violatiorsnd informed the victims of their rights.

We carried out four visits to three locations affected by the evictip@sirmen, Varna and Orlandovtsi.
Gurmen became the scene of aftoma protests after clashes between ethnic Bulgarians and Roma.
Local authaities started demolishing Roma houses; the process was documented; the victims were
consulted.

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 2016
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Ly ! dzZadzad nc K2dzaSa ¢6SNBE RSAGNRE@SR Ay =Nyl Qa al
carried out by Bulgarian authorities. BHC undertookraeseof public advocacy activities to alert about

the human rights violations taking place. During the evictions, BHC was in constant communication
with international organisations regarding the forced evictiogsOSCE, CoE Human Rights
CommissionerAmnesty International.

Domestic and internationaklvocacy

In January 2015, ECtHR delivered a judgement in the Nishkov and Other v. BulgariBHC
submitted a third party intervention in it and provided legal representation to one of the applicants.
In the following months, we took part in the discussions in relation to the implementation of the
general measures ordered by the Court.

In 2015the Monitoring and Research Programme provided legal aid in connection with several cases
that raise issues of priority to BHC. The cases concern: legal action aimed lifting guardianship of a
former client of a sheltered house; two separate legal actiarennection with the beating by prison
guards of foreign national inmates in Sofia Prison. In some cases we informed the National
Preventative Mechanism which also carried out an inspection.

In 2015, BHC joined the efforts of the child rights Coali#025with 15 other domestic child rights
NGOs in advocating for a sustainable deinstitutionalization process.

During the year, programme also worked on a number of cases at ECtHR. These include: two
applications of violation of the right to freedomwf association of Bulgarian Macedonians; refused
transfer of a foreign national inmate; two cases of violation of the right to personal liberty and security,
as well as of children placed in special or reform institutions; violation of the right to pdraoda

family life of a family threatened with demolition of their only home; violation of the right to family

life of a mother whose child was abducted by her former spouse and who is not given access to her
child; violation of the right to personal libgrand security of a foreign national with an expulsion order

to Syria; voting rights of inmates. ECtHR prioritized several of these applications and issued interim
relief measures in one.

Participation in working groups at the Ministry of Justice

During the year, the programme was invited to take part in a two working groups in connection with
problems in the penitentiary system. The first working group was formed in connection with the
recommendations of the Committee on the Prevention of Torture adtesisit in 2014. It dealt with
imprisonment and preparation of recommendations for reform of the current legislation. It ended with
the elaboration of concrete proposals for reform of the Execution of Sentences Act. In May 2015 the
working group mandate as widened to include work on the general measurddeshkov and Others

v. Bulgaria The second working group was connected with reform of juvenile justice. The work was
y2i FAYlIftA&aSR o0& &SIFNRa SyRo®

In 2015, BHC also took active part in the workingugrim connection with reform in the means for
support of people with lifted guardianship. It failed to be tabled in parliament on account of opposition
from members of the academia.

International advocacy

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 2016
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In July 2015, BHC prepared an alternative repothe rights of the child in the period 20®15 and

sent it to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. The report highlights the main issues in relation
to child protection in Bulgaridack of disaggregated data about children in Bulgaria by age, disability,
gender, risk; lack of legislation on the hearings and patrticipation of children in denisiking; lack

of earmarked financing for priority national programmes, strategies andmgtians; lack of a clear
mechanism and body for independent effective monitoring for child rights; ineffective
deinstitutionalisation and educational integration of children with special needs and children from
ethnic minorities; ineffective access to Hedl K OF NBT aidlff SR NBF2NY F2N OK
lack of equal educational opportunities for children from ethnic minorities; lack of adequate social
assistance for vulnerable groups of children and their families. After the session, the Uhitteéem

on the Rights of the Child sent a list of issues to the Bulgarian government, which reflects all problems
in child protection put forward by the domestic NGOs.

We are in the process of drafting an alternative report on the rights of people with disabilities, which
is due to be presented before the UN Committee on the Rights of People with Disabilities.

STRATEGIC LITIGATION AND LEGAL ADVOCACY

The BHC Legalefence Programme (LDP) is one of two BHC specialised legal programmes and the
prime programme that is engaged in strategic pro bono litigation and legal advocht2015, it was
engaged in litigation before the domestic and international legal fora, ilbight cases before the
domestic equality body, and continued advocating for upholding the highest human rights standards
through ex officio briefs before the highest court in Bulgaria@other domestic public bodies.

Developments in the joiBHCProseatorialinspections in institutions
for children with mental disabilities

In 2015, LDP continued monitoring the developments in the 244makproceedingsnitiated by the
ProsecutionTheproceedings were launchedfter joint inspections carried out by BHC and the Office

of the Prosecutor General in 2010 established 238 child deaths between 2000 and 2010 of children
with mental disabilitieplacedin state institutional careAccording toBHC researchers and expgrt
two-thirds of these deaths were preventableone were prosecuted

LDP monitored the developmentis all pre-trial proceedingsand appealedheir terminations As at
January 2016&he vast majority of prerial proceedingspr 90% of all cases, havedieterminated by
prosecutors or have concluded with refusals to initiate criminal proceedhigstesent, jus6% of all
pre-trial proceedings are still pending decision.

For the five years that the Prosecution has beanrying out the prerial proceedings, not a single

indictment orderin connection with ahild deathhas been introduced to courAfter exhaustion of

domestic remedies (final judgement of the Supreme Court of Cassation), BHC began filing applications

on behalf of the children as an NQ$@fore the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR). After the

historic judgment inCampeanu v. Romaniaupported by BHC with a third party submission that
Ffft26SR Lzof A0 AYyGSNBAG bDbfd A2 &Lt SAdABILIWBEOI NE2 ¥
efforts to secure justice for the child victims of state neglect and abuse before the Court. Fourteen
applications have been shortlisted and are being lodged with the Court presently. (More information

in available in thdnternational litigation sectionbelow.)

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 2016
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Domestic litigation in connection with human rights abuses

In 2015, LDP continued filing strategic cases before the domestic judicial anguglicisi bodies and
engaged in a focused manner in the sphere of discrimination on the basic greucidssethnicity,
religion,gender, disability, etc.

I Case®n the gounds ofethnicity and religian

LDP undertook a number of cases addressing strategic spheres of advocacy in line vBtiGhe
Strategy Paper 2013018 These include protection against criminal hate speéxénophobic,
Islamophobic, antiefugee hatespeech by journalists, politicianahd hate crimes

In September, the Bulgarian equality body, the Commission for Protection against Discrimination,
delivered a decisioim a case filed by L¥gainst a popular journalist in connection wittemophobic

and xenophobic hate speechihe final decision of the Supreme Administrative Court is pending. In a
case that raises similar issue=garding the same journalist in connection with calls for eugenics and
sterilizaion of certaingroups (Romgachild molesers, criminaly the Sofia District Prosecutioefused

to press charges. The decision was appealed and is pending lie¢dnegherranking prosecution.

In the case against Magdalena Tasheva, MP, from the-wglg Ataka party, in connection with
extremeanti-refugee rhetori¢ LDP undertook action before teguality body. Theecision is pending.

SofiaDistrict Prosecution terminatethe pre-trial proceedings in connection with social media content
calling for violence against Syrian refugees mritement to discrimination antiatred. The decision
was appealed.

In April Sofia City Prosecution overturned the refusal of the Sofia District Prosecution to initiate
proceedings on the signal lodged by LDP in connection withRamtia articles anthedia statements
of a popular journalistThe case is pending.

In March Sofia District Prosecioin terminated the pretrial proceedingsin connection with
distribution of xenophobic banners against refugees in Bulgaria at soccer games. The decision was
terminated, Proceedings are pending.

The case undertaken on behalf of a coloured woman who was beaten by skinheads in Sofia concluded
before the domestic courts. At the request of LE# prosecutor general filed a request before the

Sofia Appellate CoOli (G2 NBySg (G(KS OFrasS 2g¢gAay3a G2 GKS @GAO00A
The request was turned down and the case was brought before ECtHR.

In 2015, LDP filed numerous other signad¢fore the prosecutionand provided legal assistance to
victims of ethnic discriminationWe are about to file a case on behalf of Bulgarian Roma against a
Bulgarian politician and MPs on account of his extreme-Rotha statements that constitute
harassment and incitement to discriminatidn.the coming year we witllso cessate the prosecution

on behalf of a Romani man against an online media that allowed the publishixreme anttRoma
commentaries calling for violence against the Roma community.

i Cases on the grounds gender and sexual orientation

Throughou the year, LDRvorked ona number of cases involving discrimination on the grounds of
gender and sexual orientatiohitigation iscurrentlyunderway in connection with discriminatory and
derogatory statements made ka/populatournalistto women;publiccalls in the social media inciting
to violence against the participants in the 2014 Sofia Pade; election campaign slogans of a male

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 2016
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candidate in the 2015 local elections that presented women in a humiliagghimplicating they were
unable to hantk public duties.

1 Mental disability rights

LDPundertook the defence of people with mental disabilities that were victims of discrimination by
public bodiesOneof the cases concesdiscrimination of an inmate witla mental disorder by the
Burgasprison administration(resp. Ministry of Justigeby subjecting him to degrading treatment by
restricting his access to specialized care a@finjury and attempted suicide. The case is pending
before the Supremé@dministrativeCourt.

Another case represented by LD&hcerns sexual abuse carried out against a man with a mentaisiine
in a social case institutidoy a member of staff; the case was established dugiB§C monitoringisit

in the institution and was not effectively addiesd by the institution stafind the prosecution. The
pre-trial proceedings are pending\nother case of physical and mental abagminst a client of the
same social care institution is pending before the Supreme Prosecution of Cassation.

T Human rights &fenders

In 2015, in retaliation for public advocaiy human rights, faright groups carried out a series of acts
threatening human rights defenders. BHC staff, including its chair, became the victims of tmdats
acts of hooliganisnrom such groupsFarright groups issued calls to ban the BH&ter in the year,
LDP undertook legal action before the prosecution on behal lofiman rights defender who was
subjected to systematic harassment and stalking by a former memlbbethe ultranationalist
organisation the Bulgarian National Union.

9 Other legal workin defence of human rights protection

LDP providedegal support to Roma families in danger of losing their only homes as a result of
involuntary evictions in the city of Stara ZagdraMarch, LDP filed three complainte the Elin Pelin
District Prosecution in connection with information ab@gtxual and physicabuse of children from

the Doganovo childcanastitution. An investigation is currently underway.

In September 2015, LDP wetbok the defence of a minor, the victim of a repeated gang rape; a pre
trial investigation is currently underway.

In a decision of fundamental importance, in October 2015 the Supreme Administrativeissuad a
judgement against the State AgencyN#tional SecuritySANSh favour of BHC. The Court instructed
the Agency to provide thBHCwith statistical information (as requested two years earlier under the
Access to Public Information Act) on the number of requests for use of special surveilianos
submitted to the court, the number of requests granted and the number of individuals against whom
special survdiance meansvere used in 2013Nothwithstandingthe Supreme Court decisipBANS
again refused to provide the requested information dtie humber of individuals against whom special
surveillance means were usefl second case has been lodged with the Supreme Administrative Court
to declare the latest refusal null and void

Litigation before ECtHR

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 2016
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In 2015, the programme continuet$ international litigation efforts aimed at providirgjrategic anti
discriminationprotection through judgements dhe European Court of Human Rightegal work was
carried out in connection witpolitical hate speech and hate crimes, inhuman treatment.

In February 2015, ECtHR held Bulgaria accountable for violence over representatives of ethnic and
religious minoritiesin two important cases where legal representation was provided by LDP.
Karaahmed v. Bulgarieoncerns thecase of a Muslim victim of aiAtluslim aggression from activists

and MPs from the rightwing Ataka Party during 2013 protest againgtalls for Friday prayer at the

Sofia maque.The Courtheld that the Bulgarian authorities had not reacted effectively to the violence
andfoundaviolation of Article 9 of the Eopean Convention oRlumanRights.

In the second casethat of the shooting of a Romani man by the polideCtHR established a violation
of Article 2 (right to life). ECtHR held that the authorities hadattgmpted to estalish the facts of
the casefailing to conduct an effective and impartial investigation into the shootingthuas proviced
impunity for the police officer who shot the victim alose range in the back of head.

In September 2015, LDP filed an application before the ECtHR on behalf of a woman of African origin
who was attacked by skinheads in Soliits application, LDP claims that the woman was the victim
of a biasmotivated crime that was disregarded by thal@arian prosecution and court.

In May 2015, LDP filed an application on behalf of a Romani man against extreme political hate speech
against Roma that took plaaturing political payQ St S O (aigr2ny201@Th¥ pdliticalagenda

constitute degraing treatment of the Roma community by represieg the Roma as nehumans

that ought to be subjected to the will of the Bulgarian majority and segregated in camps where they

would be placed for exhibiind entertainment of foreign visitors, not unlike WK dzY Iy 1 22 Qo ¢
Bulgarian prosecutiorefused to investigate theacist political hate speech

LDP provided representation before ECtHR to a politician of Turkish origin in connection with a ban to
use his mothetongue in an election campaign. An apgtion was filed in connection with allegations
of inhuman treatment and abuse of an inmate by the administration of the Varna prison

In connection with the child deaths established in 2010 in the course of the joint inspections carried

out by BHC and #hProsecutioracross 25 childcare institutions for children with mental disabilities

so farLDP has filetbur applications before the Courin early 2016 we provided a countaremorial

in connection with two of the applications (joined by the Courbite). One of the victims died as a

result of perforation of the stomachdoctors removed 25 shoe soles, 8 rags, 3 sponges, 6 socks, 3

pieces of paper and 3 stonesach measuring3 cmAy | A dzNASNE GKFG g1 & dzyl ¢
life. The second victindied of the most severe form of malnutritiolg marasmus.

In early 2016the fourth application was filed before the Coort behalf of a child that died as a result

of neglect and lack of medical care. The child was abandoned when she was 2 yeatiseolekeitnovo

institution for children with mental disabilitiet.ack of proper care and adequate medical care lead to

0KS OKAfRQ&a RSIGK FTNRBY aSOSNB YIfydz-iNAGAZ2ZY D ¢KS
was partial and ineffective.

LDP islso representing before the Court a victim of public incitement to hatred and organised armed
attacks against foreigners, predominantly of Syrian origegeking asylum in Bulgaria. The calls for
violence were issued by political activists of theright groups.

Legal and public advocacy

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 2016
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In 2015 LDP popularized its activities through a number of media participations on television, radio

and expert articlesin the press LDP director gavénterviews in support of judicial reformin

connection withvarious human rights issues and BHC strategic legal victoriesasanen letter to

GKS OKFANEBR 2F GKS LINIAFYSYydlINB O2YYAdaaArzya 62N
severely restrictediccess to legal aid, included that provided by pubdinefit NGOs, and presented

the position in parliamentAn open letter sent in December 2015 to prime minister Boyko Borissov
critiseed the halting of the judicial reform. The letter was widely quoted in the media and received

great media coverage.

Grass violations, including sexual and physical abuse of children in instit@timhthe failure of the
authorities to act were discussedn one of the most watched talk shows, tBévi Trifonov Shaw

The BHC Legal DefenBeogramme undertook a series of legal advocacy initiatives, before the
President of Bulgaria, in connection with legislattbat violates the principles of use of force in the
conditions of absolute necessity.

A very important achievement was the iratiion to the LDP by the deputy chair of the Supreme Court

of Cassatiorio draft a position before the General Assembly of the Criminal Section of the Court on
Interpretive Case no. 3/2015 concerning the prohibition of duplicating criminal and administrativ
responsibility in the existence of identical facts. The final decision included all of the positions in LDP
RANBOG2NDE LRaAAGAZ2Y D

Seminargparticipation in expert meetings, delivery of trainings

In November 2015 LDP director Margarita llieva wastddvby the Association of Bulgarian
Administrative Judges to deliver a practical lecture on protection from discrimination.

wWOC! D99 ! b5 aLDw!be¢{Q [9D![ twhe¢9/ ¢Lhb

IN201%= G KS wSFdz3SSaQ | yR aA 3 Nlcyhiinied its[a&idtied statetlZ( S Ol A 2
years ago with the chief support of the UNHORK S LINE 3 NI Y Yirlade monitiing &l G A S
assessment of the refugee status determination procedures, the procedures forntgrg
international protection. The programme wasalso engaged iforder monitoring and monitoring of
administrative centres for detention of foreignerslt also engaged in strategic cases before the

domestic authorities.

l.’j
a

A x_ L oA X

¢KS LINBPBAINI YYSQa OKA $ofthe Icréaiioh @fildgal Standalds\NiBr prBtdctioB af i S R
refugees and safeguarding the main rights of migrants, as well as advocacy and lobbuyliradtifog
of legislationwith practical giarantees for protection of fundamental human rights.

The programmearries out its work on the basis of several permanent institutional agreements with
the UNHCR (from 1994), with the State Agency for Refugees (from 1998), with the Border Police
General Directorate (from 2005) and with the Migration Directorate from 2007.

The programme provides legal consultations, legal interventions before the administtiatargh its
permanent reception offices in Sofia and Svilengrad and through legal reception rooms at the
registration centres at the State Agency for RefugeesSfifia, Harmanli, Banya, and Pastrogor).
Permanentborder monitoring was carried out in the places for police detention at the main border

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 2016
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point of entry on the Bulgariafiurkish borderKapitan Andreevo, as well six other border check points,
including Saa airport. Periodic and ad hoc monitoring was also carried out on the main exit borders
with Serbia and FYROM.

The programme was also engagadmnonitoring of the special homes for temporary accommodation
of foreigners in Sofia and Ljubimets, near Hagkdn 2015, programme stagtarted monitoring the
newly-opened centre in Elhovo for sheterm detention of foreigners. The programme appealed acts
of the administration and access to court of asylum seekers and illegal migmantter to ensure the
exercise of their right to an effective means of protection, as well as pro bono representatiorebe
the regional administrative courts and the Supreme Administrative Gowase of serious violations
of material and procedural rights

In 2015, in line with the principle of prohibition eéfoulement under Article 33 of the Geneva
Convention, the programme carried out 449 border visits pravided legal aidor filing an asylum
application and access to territory tal4,789 asylum seekes at the border (of which 1,127
unaccompaniedminors). The programme also monitoreBublin transfers from and to other EU
member states. Throughout 2015, we monitor2s2 out of 262 Dublin transfers.

During the year, the progmme also monitored the implementation of the principle of access to
procedure in line with Article 6 of thAsylum Procedures Directifeom the places for detention of
illegal migrants; the so called special homes for placement of foreigners (a total ektacross the
country), where we carried out a total of 268 visits. As a result of these th&tprogramme was able

to provide legal aid for access to procedure to a total of 12,150 asylum seekers in the special homes
They were assisteih filing protection applications before the administration of immigration police.
Amongst them BHC identified and assisted 121 vulnerable individuals (121 individuals from other
categories; pregnant womenpeople with disabilities, single parefts

During the year, the two offices of the programme in Sofia and Svilengrad operated daily legal
reception rooms, which provided 2,643 legal consultations in relation to 2,051 individuals.

The programme was also engaged in monitoring the proceedmtigicases carried out by the State
Agency for Refugeesith the objective to safeguard minimal standards for the evaluation of the
asylum application and for granting international protectiohhe programme carried ou529
procedural activities in interational protectionproceedings

We filed 223 cases before the administrative cosragainstrefusals issued by the State Agency for
Refugeeson asylum applications. The programraasured representation of asylum seekers in 49
cases before the courts and securedsi@cessful appeals.

In 2015, the Programme filed 312 strategic lawsuits, includmbehalf 0of26 unaccompanied minors.
106 cases were successful, 66 were ruled not in favour of the clients, and the remaining 140 are still
pending.

In 2015, the programme provided legal aid, representation acdnsultations to a total of 30,107
beneficiaries

During the year theprogramme drafted its traditional specialized reporsthe Annual Border
Monitoring Reportand theAnnual Status Determination Proceedings Re@oth documents contain
recommendations to the govament and the state bodies geared toward the undertakifigpecific

measures and proposals for reform of legislation.

The programme also prepared the annual revision of the report for Bulgaria published in the AIDA
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information database and commissioned by the European Council of Refugees and Migrants.

During the yeamve carried out two trainings in refugee law for over 70 legal aid lawyers. The trainings
were carried out with the ceperation of the Centre for Training of Lawyers at the Supreme Judicial
Council.We also carried out three trainings for staff of the General Directorate Border Radjether

with the UNHCR.

CAMPAIGNING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

The Campaigns and Communicationsdgramme is responsible fodeveloping and implementing
the BHC campaign and media strategiedpr the development of outreach and mobilisation
strategies and publicampaigrs. Ithas the primary roldn the designof all activities connected with
the dissemination, visibility and impact adll BHC activities.

Visibilty and scial mediavork

In 2015, he BHC @npaigns andCommunicationsProgranme continued its work on implementing

the BHC communications strategy. We engagedhéadiarelated issues such as answering media
inquiries, preparing press releasegws, and statements, briefing journalists, promoting stories, and
maintaining the website and all social media channels, developing innovative campaign activities to
achieve policy change; preparing and disseminating reports both nationally and interaliti
coordinating the organiion of various events from conferences to seminarsprdinating the
organi$ GA2y Qa Fdzy RNI AaAy3d aidNIiS3eo

During the yearthe progranme published nearly 80 press releases, statements or news articles
regarding the orgast (A 2 Yy Qa  Kwp¥k! Tyieprigkathied&tributed a monthly newsletter
with current information onour reports, cases and campaigrubscribersncreased by 26% from
January 2014currently 960.

In 2015 the programme organgsl three presgonferencesfor the presentation of the mnualhuman
rightsreport, report on police brutality and theublic launch of the campaidgbhildhood without Bajs
We are ceorganisedseveral special events.

The programmaenaintained the BHGwvebsite (inBulgarian and Englishyww.bghelsinki.organdthe
BHC special websites. dtso updated the BHC social media profiles (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube,
LinkedlIn). As of January 201tt%¢ BHG~acebook profilbhadnearly 6,300 followers (an increase of 17%
from 2014), Twitterg 960 followers (26% increase from 2014), Linkegdli36 folbwers (46% increase
from 2014).

In 2015, we introduced a new apgach to our social media visibilityThe programmentroduced a

new so@al media strategy and hired a social media manager to deal with the numerous
enquiries/signals BHC receives via Facebaskvell as attempt to curb hate speech. In addition, the
team emphasized on generating more of its own shareable content such assvésul took on a more
educational approach to raise awareness regarding important human rights isMeepublished a
number of infographics that aim to present in an engaging and understandable languaige
spedalist human rights information (an exaneghfographic on the functioning of the European Court
of Human Rights is available herettp://www.bghelsinki.org/bg/novni/press/single/infografika
evropejskisd-po-pravatana-chovekaosnovnainformaciyal
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Publicadvocacyampaigns

Throughout the year werganised a number of human rights campaigns on various issues of interest
to human rights protection.

In March we coorganised for the third year in a row th&alk a Mile inHer Shoesvent The campaign

was part of an international initiative in which mewalk a milewearing women's shoes to raise

gl NBySaa Fo2dzi 3ASYRSNI SljdzZl £t Ade Aaaiidnsedgahk A a &S|
women. BHC isc-organker of the campaign and supportétdwith the creation and maintenance of

the campaign websiteproduction andlissemination of materials, including visuals and four videos in

support of the campaign.

In May,we joined the global campaign to end immigration detention of childiénd Immigration
Detention of Childrenwhich is still an issue in Bulgaria. For June LYy G SNY F GA2y Il [/ KAf
June 20, World Refugee Daye created visuals, translated materials and conducted media work.

In 2015 we participated for the fourth corscutive year in the orgariisg committee of theSofia Pride

- the largest evensupporting human rights protection in Bulgaria and a milestone for the visibility of

LGBT people. Between 500 and 21 nn LIS2 L)X S LI NIAOALI GSR Ay GKAA
responsible for communication with the authorities, including the munidipaind police, on the
organization of pride, participated in the preparatiohmedia materials and videpand managed the

website and social media event. This y@#cus was discrimination against LGBTI people in education.

The team prepared a detailatkclaration for nordiscrimination of LGBTI people in educatitirwas

open for signature biWGOsand political parties.

/YL ATY G/ KAt RK22R

= B NBA €September) ¢ The
AETCTBO BE3 PEWETKU campaign calling for juvenile
e justice reform in Bulgaria was
launchedin September 2015 but
the preparation for the campaign
continued during the period
March and August. The team
created a coalition of three
LINEYAYSY(d bDha ¢2NJAy3 Ay GKS FASER 2F OKAf RNBY(C
and campaign stragy, prepared campaign materials, including personal stociestedvisuals such
as infographics, illustrations and banners, worked on video-posduction (a series of three videos
on the life inside socigledagogical and correctional boarding schyopepared and disseminated
press materialeind ensured media partnerships.

TIOATIMWETE METUUUATA.

Thecampaignbegan in September with a press conference argkttion calling for a new law on
juvenile justicethat collected nearly 5000 signatures. In November, the team took part in a youth
forum VQCE IT where they interacted with teenagers on the topic of juvenile justice.

Media projects

During the year we continued our collaboration with the Darik Foundaitiononnection with the
weekly antidiscriminationprogrammed D AM#& ghe Right!¢. Theone-hour programmeis aired on the
national Darik Radio with an estimated audience of 1,2 million listedarsughour Campaigns and
Communications Programmee take part in theplanningof content andselection of topics and
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guests. During thgear, weassisted thgorogramme to hire select and hire interns, representatives of
ethnic, religious or sexual monitoriés undergo media internships

BHC organised th®bektiv Discussion Cluf a bi-monthly live discussioon current human rights
topics¢ in collaboration with theRed House Centre for Culture and Debdmnelists selected by the
BHOexperts, human rights activists and representatives of institudiotiscused a variety ohuman
rights issueganging fromdiscrimination of Roma, exclusiorf people with mental disorderfrom
community life to reform in juvenile justicdhe events are open to the public and documented with
audio recordings and photographs.

In 2015 we started a major redesign of owebsite and we expecto launchit in 2016. The new
websiteis expected to greatly enhance our fundiags public outreachcapacity and impact of our
activities

Duringthe reporting period, weprepared and launched a specialiswebsitededicated toOK A f RNB y Q&
rights:www.deca.bg The website, which consolidates all our child rights work, cosit@ievant news,

materials targetinganchJN2 F SaaA 2yt | dzZRASYOS FyR SELISNIasz I a
rights.

HUMAN OF THHEAR 2015 ANNUAL HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD

On 10 December 20k5Human Rights Daywe presentedhe Human of the Yearwards. The awards

honour outstanding contribution to human rightrough innovative, constructive acts thatet a

precedent in the human rights sphere aaa factor for public development. KA & & S| NDa 2 dzNEe
members such as awastlinning novelist Georgi Gospodinov and Bulgarian DeRorum Director,

Krasimira Velichikova.
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The awardsvere st up in 20080 acknowledge théold judgement of ganel of judgesrom the
Bulgarian Supreme Cousho paved the wajor equalityfor people with special needs in their access
to environmentallyaccessiblgublicbuildings. Since then, thewards have grown to becognized as
one of theprime domestic human rightevents

In 2015, we received 4dligible nominationgoveringthe sphereof human rights
and environmenal protection, animal welfare angocialcharity work The eight
member jurygave the award to Daniela Mihailova from the Equal Opportuni
Initiative for her work in advocating for the rights of Roma threatened
imminent demolitions of their only homes \farna Victor Lilov and the Volunteers .
in the Refugee Proje@nd Jiland Saidie Classhbgceived runner up awards, fo TEORIOREK

. ) . ’ f HATOAWHATA
their active and bold worladvocating for the rights of the LGBTI communiiiSessteress
ethnic minorities andsupport for asium seekers fleeing conflict @as The GRS
Audienceaward, for which members of the public afdl cast their votes online,

went to Svilen Cheshmedzhiev from the Bulgarian Association for the Protection of Birdlife

The award special site provides more information on the awards, winners, nominees and voting
processwww.humanoftheyear.org

INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND FUNDRAISING IN 2015

The BHC programme tasked with administrative issues, institutional development and fundraising is
the Programming and Administratid®rogrammeStaffed by a small team of four, and assikby the
external accounting firmStaneva, Zhelkova and Georgiev Litoe, programmeprovided support to all

BHC programmes connected withdministration and general coordination, human resources
manggement, technical and logistics support, organisation of evextspunting.

Programme staff ensures the initial contacts with individuals filing complaints at BHC; they assist the
contacts with journalists in connection with press releases and other@idlations. They have the
primary role in organizing all BHC public events, seminars and conferences.

The programme isesponsible foensuring sound and transparergportingto the Bugarian financial
institutions andongoing communication witlBBHCpublic and privatedonors The programme also
reports to the Ministry ofJustice in connection with BH(Ctivities in the public benefit.

BHC has introduced a douHier system of financial accountability and control. Everyday financial
operations are prformed bythe external accounting firm. As a second tier, financial accountability is
ensured by the annual audits of income and expenditure performed ydependent auditoig RSM

BX Ltd. (ISO 9001:2008 certified by DEKRA Certification GmbH, St@gyanany)BHC has carried
out independent audits of its finances since 1998.

Donorsand khancesn 2015

In the year 2015 we managed tarry out2 dzNJ | OGAGAGASAE GKlFyla (2 GKS
donors, particularly those who have expressed their contincmafidence in the mganisation through

core support. This type of funding allows us to be flexible and creative in our projects andaespo
promptly to human rights concerris the dynamic humanmights situation.
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During the yearwe relied on the core/institutional funding ofhe Oak Foundatiorthe Open Society
Institute, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugaed the Leon Ly FoundationWe
would specifically like to thank these donors for their continued support.

We strengthened existing partnerships with letggm donors such as the UNHCR who suppoged

hoc emergency projects in a dynamic situation with a large imffasylum seekers.

We would also like to thank all our other donors for the indispensable part they played in the
achievements desdred above:

1 EEA Grantsvhich funded very important work focusing on diduwith mental disabilities in
state residentiatare am the emerging new alternatives;

1 European Commission, which funds joint work with several European ,N&®iich BHC is a
partner in development of a Letter of Rights;

1 Open Society Institute, by virtue of a small, but essential grant, allowed wsity out
important studies orexcessive use of force by law enforcement officials and the first ever
study of the situation of women in detention in Bulgaria

1 luropean Programme for Integration and Migration that supported our work in connection
with refugees and migrants.

In 2015, wealsotried to diversity funding sources so as to reduce the risk of financial dependence on
a limited number oflonors.Throughout the yearwe submitted several proposals for funding before
potential new donor@andaction grantdefore theEuropean Commissioim the sphersof child rights,
anti-bullying equality protection assessmentyhich were howevernot successful.Work on
diversification will continue in 2015.

The total amount of fundspent in relation to BIC activitiesn 2015 totalled550,000 EURThe BHC
annual independent auditaeport and financial report werBnalised in March 206. The independent
audit wasperformed byRSM BX Ltd.

In addition, we received pro bono support from:
1 The Frenchnstitute ¢ Sofig which generouslprovided us with premises for the ceremony for
the Annual Human of the Year Awa2015
1 TheRed Houséor Culture and Debate Sofia, which provides the premises for our joint work
in organising the bmonthly human rigks public discussions, Obektiv Discussion Club;
1 All ourMedia Partnersvho supported our work and helped us reach the wider public.

BHC STAFF IN 2015

In December @15, BHQad P full-time and parttime staff membersLed byBoardChairKrassimir
Kaney theyworked in five permanent programmes

Research and/onitoring Programmeactivities were@mplementedby:
Adela Katchaunovgstaff attorney),

Antoaneta Nenkova (researcher),

Eliza Gerginova (legal researcher),

Diliana Angelovdlegal researcher),

Kaloyan Stanev (researcher),

Krassimir Kanev (director)

Slavka Kukovdaegalresearcher),
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Stanimir Petrovrgsearchey,
Zhenyavanova(researcher), and
Damyana Veleva and Lora Milanova (volunteers)

Legal Defence Programneetivities were implemented by:
Blagovesta Lambreva (legal consultant),

Borislav Dimitrov (legal consultant),

Elena Krasteva (legal consultant),

Margarita llieval(DPdirector, head attorney),

Mirela Zarchinova (legal consultant),

Radoslav Stoyanowmgdidlegal advocacygonsultan).

wSTdzaSSaQ | y RProwedtichRibgyain@eadtivitiaswére implemented by:
AntoanetaDedikova (legal consultant)

Desislava Tianev#egal consultant),

Diana Hristova (profiler, Sofia city refugee centres)

Dimitar Slavo(staff attorney),

Elitsa Sekulov@egal consultarjt

Georgi Toshev (staff attorney),

Georgi Voinov (legal officer),

Elitsa Sekulova (financial officer),

lliana Savova (director),

Katya Dimitrovdlegal consultarnj

Mariana Andreeva (staff &drney),

MarianaNikolova(staff attorney),

Plamen Bozhilogstaff attorney),

Plamen Zhelev (staff attorney),

Radostina Stefanov@taff attorney),

Valentina Nielsen (staff attorney)

Zdravko Ivanov (profiler, Harmanli reception centre), and

EmiliaMihailova, Ljudmila Yaneva, Mlhaela Mihalevska, Maha Mahmud, Ibrahim Djaradat and Ali
Djaradat(intepreters)

Theactivities of theCampaigns and Communicatiosogrammewere implemented by:
Andrei Getoymultimedia office),

Radoslav Stoyanoggmpaigns and communications offiger

Radostina Georgievadmpaigns and communications officer),

Svetla Baeva (directqr)

Yana Buhrer Tavani€pecial projects consultant)

Programming and Administratiomctivities were carried out by:

Asya Kolevaa@ministrativeassistant),

Iva Raynovaa@dministrativeassistantuntil Octobey,

Desislava Simeonoyprogrammedirector),

Krassimir Gegov (197&015) (echnicalassistant),

Sevema Petrova (accountant clerikpm Octobey,

Sibila Borisova (administige manage, until Septembeér

Zhelkova, Stanevand Georgiev Accounting Office (Veronika Stoyanova, Petya Krasteva and Evgeni
Kolev gntil Septembeé) provided accounting services.
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BOARD ANMANAGEMENT

BOARD

BHC activities are governdy a General Assemb{oard),which is the supreme governing typ of
the orgsanisation. In 201%he members of the General Assembly were:

Antoaneta Nenkova, Daniela Furtunova, Desislava Simeonova, Dimitrina Petrova, Georgi Bankov,
Georgi Toshev, lliardavova, Ivan Bedrdguntil NovembeR015, Kalina Bozeva, Kiril lvanov, Krassimir
Kanev, Margarita llieva, Ramadan Kehajov, Valko Stanev, Vassil Chaprazov, and Yana Buhrer Tavanier.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee is elected by tBeard and manages the werall activities of the
organisation. Members of the Executive Committee (mandate March62@1March 2018) are:
Krassimir Kanev, chaif the Board Yana Buhrer Tavanier, deputy ch@lessslava Simeonova, Georgi
Bankov andliana &vow.
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B N R
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT o
TO
THE MANAGEMENT OF

ASSOCIATION BULGARIAN HELSINKI COMMITTEE

Report on the Annual Financial Statements

We have audited the accompanying annual financial statements of ASSOCIATION
BULGARIAN HELSINKI COMMITTEE, which comprise the statement of financial position as
at December 31, 2015, and the statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income,
statement of changes in equity and statement of cash flows for the year then ended, and a
summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory notes.

Management’s Responsibility for the Annual Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial
statements in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards. This
responsibility includes: designing, implementing and maintaining internal control relevant to
the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; selecting and applying appropriate accounting
policies; and making accounting estimates that are reasonable in the circumstances.

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing. Those
standards require that we comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to
obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free from material
misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and
disclosures in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s
judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial
statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor
considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the
entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting
policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as
well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.

THE POWER OF BEING UNDERSTOOD

AUDIT | TAX | CONSULTING
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We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to R\S bA
a basis for our audit opinion.

Opinion

In our opinion, the annual financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of ASSOCIATION BULGARIAN HELSINKI COMMITTEE as of December
31, 2015, and of its financial performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards.

+

Report on Other Legal and Regulatory Requirements

Under the requirements of article 38, paragraph (4) of the Bulgarian Accountancy Act we
should also express an opinion on the Annual Management Report. We took into
consideration the contents of the applied unconsolidated Management Report for the period
ending on December 31, 2015, prepared by the Management of ASSOCIATION
BULGARIAN HELSINKI COMMITTEE. The Annual Management Report is prepared in
accordance with promulgations of article 33, paragraphs (1) and (2) of the Bulgarian
Accountancy Act. Management is responsible for the preparation of this Report.

In our opinion the unconsolidated financial information presented in the Annual Management
Report as of 31 December 2015 corresponds in all material respects to the financial
information represented in the unconsolidated annual financial statements for the same
reporting period.

Specialized Audit Enterprise:

RSM BULGARIA Ltd.

Manager: : ( ‘

IZABELA DZHALAZOVA

Registered Auditor in charge: /
IZABELA DZHALAZOVA

11 March 2016
Sofia, Bulgaria

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 2016



2015 ACTIVITY REPORT EVENTS OF JANUARECEMBER

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT
from business activity
Association Bulgarian Helsinki Committee

2015
Amount /thousands/ Amount /thousands/
Name of costs Current Previous Name of revenues Current Previous
year year year year
1 2 3 1 2 3
A. EXPENSES B. REVENUES
Sales net includi 7 12
Other income 7
|Total revenue from operating activities 7
Total from ordinary activities 7
Loss from ordinary activities - -
A ing profit 7 12 |Total revenues 7 12
A g loss (total revenue - total costs) 7 12 |A g loss (total - total costs) - -
Profit 7 12 |Loss - -
Total: 45 ] 12 |Total (Total revenue + Loss): 7 12

Date:
Sofia, 2 March 2016

3aBepun CLIMAacHO OAWTOPCKY ACKNEN.
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R8M Bulgaria Ltd
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